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Dear Harold: 

Thank you for your letter and the enclosures. I read them with great 
interest. I have never been comfortable with the RNA tumor virus classifica- 
tion. When teaching, I've never been able to explain what is the difference 
between the subfamilies, and I've always been bothered by how SNV is classified. 
However, I gather that these issues are not to be dealt with by the new sub- 
committee. The new subcommittee is, I gather, only to deal with the (1) species 
name for the viruses related to AIDS and (2 )  the naming of the viruses related 
to ATLL. 

I see the difficulty in defining a species when I see "a virus species is 
a concept that ...'I. Obviously, a virus species is a group or a collection of 
organisms. 
With such confusion in the definition itself, I can see that classification is 
very difficult. 

The virus species concept is a concept with certain properties. 

Furthermore, the whole area of these human retroviruses is extremely 
contentious as I am sure you know. I have just received an angry reply from 
Dani Bolognesi to an article in the "New Scientist". Therefore, I have to 
wonder about the composition of the subcommittee, since although it has exper- 
tise, several of the members have a large personal stake in the outcome. In 
addition, I've been told they or their institutions may also have a financial 
stake. 

The general procedure seems to be insufficient for agreement on such 
contentious topics. Perhaps after the circulation of proposals and then 
recirculation there could be reformulation of proposals, circulation, and then 
a telephone conference before a vote. I, at least, would want to hear these 
issues discussed, since there are so many extraneous matters. 

It is clear to me that the AIDS viruses should form a separate species 
It is merely a question of a name to use other than from the ATLL viruses. 

HTLV-111. 
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With all of these qualifications, I think I find the topic of sufficient 
interest to want to be a member of the subcommittee so I can get to read the 
proposals and keep up with the discussion. 

I think I am going to come to the RAC Working Group on April 1 and look 
forward to seeing you there. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Howard M. Temin 

HMT : mjm 


